
Saint Rafka Maronite

Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 

Today’s Sunday follows the seasonal theme of 
announcements, but instead of a message from an 
angel this Sunday commemorates Mary, already 
pregnant with our Lord Jesus, visiting her cousin, 
Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John the Baptist. 
Though the Gospel passage is fairly short the 
imagination of Syriac Fathers drove them to write 
much on the encounter because it conceals many 
truths about our faith in Christ. Many of the Syriac 
Fathers write about Mary “going in haste” (Luke 
1:39) to Elizabeth because, for the sake of her 
virginal birth by the Holy Spirit, other women 
already gossiped against her and accused her of 
adultery. The holiest, purest, and most ideal 
servant of God being slandered should not be 
surprising – as Christ will later say, “blessed are 
you when people insult you, persecute you and 
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falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me” (Matt. 5:11) because even He 
Himself knew that He would later suffer death at the hands of jealous slanderers for 
the truth. So why does Elizabeth bless Mary upon greeting her, and why does John 
leap for joy in Elizabeth’s womb if others slander them? 

The Syriac Aramaic verb s’ar means both to visit and to cure/make whole, and this is 
exactly the way the predecessors of our tradition would have seen the Visitation. All 
things have been created by God, and God wishes that we be united to Him. 
However, since Adam’s transgression in the Garden and the various failures of Israel 
against the commands of God down through the ages there was damage done to the 
relationship between God and man. Humanity had become sick, progressively 
poisoned by continually choosing to drink the very sin that was poisoning it! 
Humanity chose sin again and again, which brought death as St. Paul tells us (Rom. 
5:12). But in spite of our choice of sin, God made it clear that He does not rejoice in 
the death of a sinner (Ez. 18:23), and would not give up on humanity. As He tells us, 
He is life (John 14:6) because all existence comes from Him, and He wishes to raise 
all to life eternal. So Elizabeth and John rejoice for Life Himself, Christ our God, has 
visited them. By His very visitation, while carried in the womb of His mother, He 
brought them happiness for anyone who receives the Lord’s presence is made whole 
and healed from sin for God Himself is Being and the Giver of All Good Things. 

John, Christ’s Herald, could see as a fetus in his mother’s womb what the grown men 
of Jesus’s time were blind to – that Christ is the Lord of All. It does not change once 
Christ is born, nor a grown man. Christ multiplied food for 5000 people, made the 
blind see, made the paralyzed walk, and still certain people at His time accused Him 
of being a servant of Satan (Matt. 12:24). It was false reasoning that led those to 
denounce Christ, whereas even a child in the womb could plainly see that He is God. 
So we too must decide whether we will reject Christ and His servants, or 
acknowledge Him and welcome Life Himself into our lives Who wishes to visit us 
and bring us to Himself in life eternal. If we choose the latter in sincerity, we can pray 
with confidence in Christ: 

Transcendent, hidden and incomprehensible God, in Your dispensation You 
dwelt in the Virgin Mary for our salvation and visited in Your caring Your Herald 
in the barren and sterile womb of old Elizabeth; now visit/heal our souls and 
bodies, which have fallen into sin, by Your divine assistances, and sanctify our 
spirits by Your holiness that we may excellently and holily give thanks to You for 
Your graces towards us, and we may worship and glorify You, and Your Father, 
and Your living and Holy Spirit, now and at all times, forever. Amen.  (Trans. 
from the Maronite Evening Prayer for the Visitation) 

Seminarian Michael Shami 
  
© 2017 Saint Rafka Maronite Catholic Church, Greer, SC. All rights reserved. 



Abouna’s 
Corner

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Happy Weekend! 

It seems that as soon as I finish one bulletin, it is time for another to be published. How 
time is flying this year. 

Again, in your charity, I urge your prayers for the sick of our community. Several more 
have fallen ill. We even have a parishioner who needs a kidney donation and transplant. 
Just this week a member of the community was just laid off after many years at the same 
corporation. Many people are asking our prayers and comfort and we also need to pray 
for the caregivers. Theirs is a hard job, done in love, to care for their loved ones. May 
Saint Rafka and Saint Sharbel lay their healing hands upon all our sick and distressed. 

It is even harder to believe that we are rocketing our way toward the Christmas 
celebration. The Christmas schedule is further in the back of the bulletin. As mentioned 
last week, the Christmas Flower Memorial envelops are at the back of the Church. 
Memorials will appear in next week’s bulletin through Epiphany. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Virgil Cannon, our neighbor and owner of the 
fishing ponds behind our property. He died suddenly on Thursday. May his memory be 
eternal. 

Please remember that next Friday, December 8, is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation for all Catholics. Divine Liturgy 
will be celebrated at 7 PM. Please join us! 

Continue to have a good and holy Season of Announcement. As normal, have a great 
weekend! 

Salaam! 

Ab. Bart 



Calendar of Events
December 
2, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
3, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Pot Luck Luncheon 
 3 PM, Holy Hour  
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
4, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
5, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education 
6, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
7, 1:30 PM Deanery Meeting and Luncheon 
8, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy, Immaculate Conception 
 Holy Day of Obligation 
9, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
10, 1 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
11, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
12, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Final Class - Adult Religious Education 
13, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
15, 7:00 PM, Christmas Novena 
16, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
 6 PM, Christmas Novena 
17, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come 
to offer the evening sacrifice and 
ask God’s blessing, healing, 
mercy and compassion through 
these holy men and women. 



Sunday, December 3 
First Sunday of the Month 

Second Collection
Building Fund

Many thanks for your generosity!

First Sunday Holy Hour
Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
Chaplet of Mercy
Confessions

Sunday, December 3, 2017
3 PM

Friday, December 8, 7 PM



Pot Luck Luncheon  
December 3, 2016

Meats	 	 	 	 Side Dishes/Salads	 Desserts


    J - R	 	 	 	 	 	 S - Z	 	 	 	 	 	 A - I

Offer to Christ the labors of your youth, and in your old age you will rejoice in the 
wealth of dispassion. What is gathered in youth nourishes and comforts those who are 
tired out in old age.                                                                                                          
       Saint John Climacus, Ladder of Divine Ascent 

DECEMBER PASTA SUPPER 

12/07/17

FIRST 
THURSDAY Chicken parmigiana, spaghetti marinara,  

tossed salad, and tiramisu. All home made, all 
great! Yum, Yum!!!!!



Vocation to the Priesthood? 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend 
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give 
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505) or let Fr. Dominique 

Christmas Flower Envelopes Now Available 

Thanksgiving is now a memory so Christmas is on the way. Memorials for Christmas 
flowers will be posted in the bulletin next week on. Envelopes are available at the back 
of the Church.

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Sunday, December 24 
 11:00 AM, Sunday Liturgy 
 4:00 PM, Vigil Liturgy of Christmas 

Monday, December 25 
 12 Midnight, Christmas Divine Liturgy 
 NO 11 AM Divine Liturgy



A Unique Parishioner Call for Help 

Dear Friends,        Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease 
 
Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep 
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant. 
 
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job 
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and 
with more freedom. 
 
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a 
deceased donor kidney.  Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years, 
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years. 
 
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a 
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's 
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling 
pressured in any way. 
 
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are 
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about 
kidney donation: 
 
•  Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life. 
 
•  As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is 
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests. 
 
•  Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you 
more information. 
 
•  Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.  
 
•   Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs 
involving heavy lifting. 

 

What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will 
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate 
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.  
 
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor 
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594. 
 
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the 
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the 
waiting list. 
 
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.  
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski   864-201-2480  Greer, SC    November 25, 2017 



 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Engaged Enounter This a reminder that we only have 1 more weekend available for the 
remainder of 2017. It is an in parish weekend and will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Lake 
Wylie on Nov. 11-12. The cost of the weekend is $150 but we have partial scholarships available.
The next weekend will be in February and will be a retreat weekend.

http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org


Prayer List

Paul Stegall, Jack Yacu, 
Houda Askar, Montaha Achi, 
Jim Hopsecger, Recovery of 
RS, Ashley Mullinex, Bill 
McAfee, B i l l Leon, Sr. , 
C h a r l e y D u s t h i m e r , 
Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel , Katr ina Shunk, 
Chuck Wilson, George Vargo, 
Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan, 
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, 
Mary Anne McAfee, Tish 
Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, 
Father M. T. Phillips, Paul 
Co te and Fami l y, Pau l 
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
M o e M e r c i e r , J o a n 
Bussemey, Special Intention 
by Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe 
Durham, Michae l Bays, 
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin, 
Susan Connor, Bill Hines, 
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-
Fraz ier, Shawn Sexton, 
Robert Mercier, James and 
Kale igh, Mark Pel let ier, 
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek 
Gera rd So lomon , JoAn 
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, 
Family of Colbert Arthur, 
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry 
Vadnais, Elaine Gillen, Amy 
Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy 
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth 
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, 
Special Intention of MKS, 
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, 
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, 
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard, 
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne 
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y 
Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Adelaide George, Beverley 
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro, 
John Fender, Intentions of 
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas 

Saints We Celebrate
December 4, Saint Barbara, Martyr (+235)
December 5, Saint Saba the Abbot of Jerusalem, 
Confessor (+532)
December 6, Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, 
Confessor (+342)
December 8, Immaculate Conception
December 12, Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker, 
Confessor
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the USA
December 14, Saint Nemutallah Al-Hardini, 
Confessor (+1858)
December 20, Saint Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr, 
Patriarch of Antioch (+107)
December 25, Birth of Our Lord



December 2 & 3 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM Good Health Jan Katus Andy and Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM Lisa & Mark Advent, Blessings Andy and Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 7 PM Matthew Advent, Blessings Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM Kim Wirght- Blessings Andy and Ceil Frisari

Friday, 7 PM +V. Naomi Herr (Anniversary of Death) Scott Herr

December 9 & 10

Saturday, 4 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them

Sunday, 11 AM +Billy and Margie Paulos, Grandparents of Michelle Sleiman

Sunday, 7 PM + Parents & Husband of Oksana Stachiw

Wednesday, 7 PM +Frank Ferritta Andy and Ceil Frisari

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Visitaiton Eph. 1:1-14 Luke 1:39-45

English Mary Anne Lepak

Arabic Nazar Yacu

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 
The Sanctuary Candle burns during the month of December for Donat 
and Laura Mercier and Leo and Juliette Talbot by Maurice (Moe and 
Lorraine Mercier. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

November 26 Saturday 4 PM Sunday 11 AM Sunday 7 
PM

Total Budget +/- Wed. 7 PM

People 59 64 54 177 160 17 18

Collection $974.00 $1442.00 $521.00 $2937.00 $2,667.00 $270.00 0

Average  per person $16.51 $22.53 $9.65 $16.59 Holy Hour —

Building Fund 0 Ramsho 0

Building Fund 0 0 0 2937 YEAR TO DATE $124,482.00

Average Attendance 58 80 33 171 Religious Ed. 0

Attendance Year to Date 

4:00 PM   2674 
11:00 AM   3651 
7:00 PM   1537 
Wednesday 7 PM    778 
First Sunday    203 
Holy Day     198 
Ramsho       97 
Special Liturgy    367 
Lenten Weekday    343 
Funerals     315 
Weddings       55 

Attendance

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

November 26 518 388 49.7%

November 19 520 390 44.7%

Difference 2 2 5%



Scripture Readings for Sunday 

Sunday of the Visitation 

Letter to the Ephesians 1,1-14.  

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus 

and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on 
us in the Beloved. 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 
so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. 
In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke 1,39-45.  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her by the Lord.’ 



A Related Meditation from the Old Testament 

“But,” objected Moses, “suppose they do not believe me or listen to me? For they may 
say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” The LORD said to him: What is in your hand? “A 
staff,” he answered. 

God said: Throw it on the ground. So he threw it on the ground and it became a snake, 
and Moses backed away from it. Then the LORD said to Moses: Now stretch out your 
hand and take hold of its tail. So he stretched out his hand and took hold of it, and it 
became a staff in his hand. 
That is so they will believe that the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, did appear to you.

Again the LORD said to him: Put your hand into the fold of your garment. So he put his 
hand into the fold of his garment, and when he drew it out, there was his hand covered 
with scales, like snowflakes. 

Then God said: Put your hand back into the fold of your garment. So he put his hand back 
into the fold of his garment, and when he drew it out, there it was again like his own flesh. 
If they do not believe you or pay attention to the message of the first sign, they should 
believe the message of the second sign. 

And if they do not believe even these two signs and do not listen to you, take some water 
from the Nile and pour it on the dry land. The water you take from the Nile will become 
blood on the dry land.

Moses, however, said to the LORD, “If you please, my Lord, I have never been eloquent, 
neither in the past nor now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech 
and tongue.” The LORD said to him: Who gives one person speech? Who makes another 
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

Now go, I will assist you in speaking* and teach you what you are to say. But he said, “If 
you please, my Lord, send someone else!”* 

Then the LORD became angry with Moses and said: I know there is your brother, Aaron 
the Levite, who is a good speaker; even now he is on his way to meet you. When he sees 
you, he will truly be glad. You will speak to him and put the words in his mouth. I will assist 
both you and him in speaking and teach you both what you are to do. He will speak to the 
people for you: he will be your spokesman,* and you will be as God to him. Take this staff* 
in your hand; with it you are to perform the signs.



St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Presents 

Following Mary and Joseph in Advent  
Faith - Hope - Charity 

Advent Day of Recollection with 
Fr. Thomas Joseph White, O.P.

Saturday 
9 December 2017 

(Registration ends Tuesday 5 December ) 
Mass at 8.00 am in the Church 
Presentation in Gallivan Hall  

Program ends at 12.30 pm 

Cost $10  
(continental breakfast provided)

TO REGISTER ONLINE 
Please Go To  

https://stmarys.coursestorm.com 

For More Information Please Contact  
T.J. Nielsen at  864.679.4114 or timothy.nielsen@stmarysgvl.org 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church | Downtown Greenville | www.stmarysgvl.org 

Join Fr. White, 
Director of the 
Thomistic Institute 
and associate 
professor of 
systematic theology 
at the Dominican 
House of Studies in 
Washington, DC for the St. Mary's 
2017 Advent Day of Recollection. 
Fr. White will be presenting three 
lectures on the virtues of Faith, 
Hope, and Charity as exemplified 
by Mary and Joseph. 



Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 

December
2, Antoine “Tony” Sleiman  
4, Richard Sleiman
9, Priscilla Watson
10, Mimo Eid
11, Fawaz Askar
12, Greg Lepak
14, Austin Hill
15, John Paul Sleiman
15, Denise Sakran
15, Father Bart
17, Richard Wickett
17, Marlene Dowd

Anniversaries
December 
1, David and Heather Sijon
8, George and Norma Sijon
8, John and Joanna Davis
14, Joseph and Tiffany Chebeir
15, George and Tish Gábor
19, Brett and Danielle Lloyd

Necrology
December
+Tala Howard, December 11, 2006
+Faye G. Tadross, December 26, 2006
+Bishop Stephen Hector Doueihi, 

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.
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